             Painless Extraction

Patient  Hypnotized

          by  PATRICIA SINCLAIR

Hypnosis was used here as an anesthetic for the first time today when a dentist pulled the tooth of a hypnotized patient. The operation was successful. The patient spent 15 minutes in the dentist's office.  He took no drugs, such as gas or Novocain which are ordinarily used as dental anesthetics.  He suffered no pain, either during the operation or afterward.  He said the open wound left in his  mouth after the extraction was not sore.  He did not have a headache. He did not vomit.

          MECHANIC PATIENT
The patient was 18-year-old Lloyd Adams, a mechanic at the New Orleans Airport.  The operator or person who hypnotized him was his brother, Edward, 22, an ex-Marine, now working for New Orleans Public Service.  Both live at 612 Washington Ave.

Edward said he has been hypnotizing people for five years.  "I intend to use it for medical purposes," he said.  "I used to hypnotize men while I was in the service."

The dentist was Dr. Theo T. Moore, with an office in the medical Arts Bldg.  Edward explained that the techniques used in hypnosis vary with the patient.  In his brother's case: Lloyd, the patient, lay in the dentist's chair, his eyes fastened on his brother's face. 
Edward stood an arm's length away, his hands near Lloyd's face, moving slowly backward [image: image1.jpg]New Orleans Item
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LLOYD AND EDWARD ADAMS, DR. THEO MOORE
He slept deeply, felt no pain



And forward.  He spoke, his voice growing  louder and louder.

"You will relax.  You will sleep deeply and soundly.  You will hear nothing but my voice.  You will feel nothing.  

Your face will feel numb.  You will not know what goes on.  You will feel nothing."

He continued talking for about five minutes.  Lloyd's face became blank.  The pupils of his eyes dilated.  He looked straight at Edward's face, as if he saw nothing.  His pulse quickened, the same way a pulse quickens after a patient has taken a drug. 

                   GIVES SIGNAL

When Edward gave the signal, Dr. Moore stepped forward.  "Open your mouth."  Edward told Lloyd.  "Wider, wider.  When I tell you to spit, lean forward and spit into the bowl,"

Dr. Moore reached into Lloyd's mouth and pulled the tooth.  It came out whole and clean.       "There was no difficulty in that extraction," Dr. Moore said afterward.  He had examined the patient's mouth and made X-rays at an earlier visit.

Then Edward spoke again to Lloyd.  "You will wake up , you will feel no pain, your mouth will not hurt.  The wound will heal."

Lloyd moved, without being commanded to do so.  His eyes lost their glazed look.  He was awake.  "Gee," he said, looking at the tooth in Dr. Moore's forceps.  "Is it all over?"

"Does it hurt?" the reporter asked.  Lloyd moved his tongue around.  "Not a bit," he answered.    Edward explained that all persons cannot be hypnotized.  A person must be willing  to be hypnotized.  "Everyone is not a good subject.  A hypnotized person will do what he is commanded to do, but he will not do anything against his own moral character.  He will not steal or murder, for example." he said.

Dr. Moore called the operation successful, but added that he did not believe it was the "coming thing" in medicine.

"Much more research will have to be done before it will be a common medical practice," he said.  "And that will not be in my day."

